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Auto plant loss 


leaves NC 


disappointed yet undaunted 


BY CRAIG JARVIS 
cjarvis@newsobserver.com 


RALEIGH 

North Carolina put $1.5 billion 
on the table, but it wasn’t 
enough to bring the state its first 
auto assembly plant. 

On Wednesday, Toyota and 
Mazda officials said they had 
chosen Huntsville, Ala., as the 
site for their jobs-rich auto 
plant. 

The decision stunned and 
disappointed those who have 


been trying for five months to 
bring the plant to Randolph 
County. 

State and local officials, eco- 
nomic developers and business 
leaders increasingly thought 
North Carolina had a strong 
chance to edge out its only re- 
maining competitor, and had 
planned to introduce a bill in the 
legislature on Wednesday to get 
approval for the incentives pack- 
age. Then on Tuesday, the 
administration learned that the 
plant would go to Alabama. 

The disappointment crossed 


party lines, with Democratic Gov. 
Roy Cooper’s commerce secre- 
tary, Tony Copeland, Senate 
leader Phil Berger and House 
Speaker Tim Moore, both Repub- 
licans, praising one another and 
proclaiming optimism. 

“It is bitterly disappointing to 
be the runner-up for the new 
Toyota-Mazda facility, but I want 
to sincerely thank Gov. Roy 
Cooper and Sec. Tony Copeland 
for their tireless efforts to recruit 
the plant to North Carolina,” 
Berger said in a statement his 
office released. “They worked 


closely and transparently with the 
legislature on this project and did 
everything that could be done to 
close the deal.” 

Berger and Moore also said 
the Republican agenda for a 
business-friendly environment 
helped set the stage to make 
North Carolina the runner-up, 
and the bipartisanship bodes 
well for future endeavors. 

“Our brightest opportunities 
lie ahead as we continue to 
strengthen our state’s financial 
well-being and reform our busi- 
ness climate to poise North 


Carolina for long-term success 
as a national leader in economic 
competitiveness,” Moore said. 

The mood was celebratory in 
Alabama, where that state’s 
commerce secretary, Greg Can- 
field, said: “These are the kinds 
of projects that would win you a 
national championship, if there 
was such a thing in economic 
development.” 

Alabama Gov. Kay Ivey made 
the announcement, and said the 
average annual salary will be 
$50,000. 

Alabama will award the car- 
makers $380 million in incen- 
tives in the form of various job 
and investment grants over 10 
years, according to the Alabama 
Department of Commerce. 
Local incentives were not imme- 
diately available. 

North Carolina went to great 
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Judges 
reject 
voting 
maps as 
partisan 


BY JIM MORRILL, ANNE BLYTHE 
AND LYNN BONNER 


jmorrill@charlotteobserver.com 
ablythe@newsobserver.com 
lbonner@newsobserver.com 


RALEIGH 
Tuesday’s potentially land- 
mark ruling in a North Carolina 

redistricting case adds more 
confusion for candidates - and 
voters - barely a month before 
the official start of election 
season. 

The ruling from a federal 
three-judge panel also carries 
national implications and con- 
tinues more than a decade of 
court intervention in the draw- 
ing of North Carolina election 
districts. 

“Since the 2010 (U.S.) census 
we’ve had seven, now eight 
years of perpetual redistricting, 
said Andy Yates, a Republican 
political consultant. “This con- 
stant flux is not good for any- 
body.” 

In Tuesday’s unanimous rul- 
ing, the three judges called the 
current congressional map, 
drawn by legislators in 2016, an 
unconstitutional example of 
“invidious partisanship.” They 
ordered lawmakers to draw new 
districts by Jan. 24. 

Filing for office is scheduled 
to begin Feb. 12. 

Republican Senate leader Phil 
Berger said Wednesday that 
lawmakers plan to ask the U.S. 
Supreme Court to stay the rul- 
ing. House Speaker Tim Moore 
vowed to appeal “to the highest 
court available.” 

The ruling comes in cases 
filed by the League of Women 
Voters and Common Cause in 
North Carolina stemming from 
maps adopted in 2016 during a 
special legislative session. 

“We’re enormously gratified 
on behalf of our clients and all 
voters in North Carolina that no 
one will have to endure another 
congressional election under an 
unconstitutional map,” said 
Allison Riggs, senior voting 
rights attorney for the Southern 
Coalition for Social Justice, 
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The Rev. Dr. T. Anthony Spearman, president of the North Carolina chapter of the NAACP, addresses protesters Wednesday on Bicentennial 
Plaza. A special session of the General Assembly that opened Wednesday did not appear to be set to take up the issue of judicial overhaul. 


As state lawmakers meet, 
protesters slam possible 
changes to judicial system 


BY ANNE BLYTHE 
ablythe@newsobserver.com 


RALEIGH 
former North Carolina 
Supreme Court justice 
joined a crowd of peo- 
ple across the street 
from the state Legislative Build- 
ing on Wednesday to speak out 
against changes lawmakers have 
proposed for how judges across 
the state make it to the bench. 
Patricia Timmons-Goodson, a 
63-year-old lawyer who served 
as an associate justice from 
2006 to 2012, was at a rally 
organized by the state NAACP, 
NC Voters for Clean Elections, 
Democracy NC, Progress NC, 
Common Cause NC, the Coun- 
cil of Churches, Equality NC 
and the AFL-CIO. 
Lawmakers opened a special 
session Wednesday with no 


clear signs that judicial reform 
proposals would be on their 
agenda. 

But the protesters were linger- 
ing in the halls of the Legislative 
Building to be ready for any 
surprises. 

At the Fair Courts Day of 
Action, the groups gathered to 
draw attention to a number of 
reforms proposed by lawmakers, 
including new election lines for 
judicial candidates seeking Dis- 
trict Court and Superior Court 
seats, abandoning elections for 
an appointment process that 
would give the General Assem- 
bly a key role or creating an 
election system in which judges 
have to run for office every two 
years. 

Rep. David Lewis, a Harnett 
County Republican, told North 
Carolina Public Radio that the 
thinking behind changing the 
election cycle for judges whose 


terms are now six years, except 
in the district courts where they 
are four, was: “If you’re going to 
act like a legislator, perhaps you 
should run like one.” 

“Statements like that one 
suggest that there is afoot an 
effort to retaliate against the 
judges of this state, judges I 
might add who can’t speak up 
for themselves,” Timmons- 
Goodson told the protesters 
around her. “Those with the 
best interest of the state of 
North Carolina shouldn’t think 
that way.” 

Republicans have character- 
ized their map proposals as 
changes geared toward fixing 
piecemeal judicial redistricting 
over the past five decades. Some 
have talked about trying to bring 
a diversity of judicial philoso- 
phies to the bench, too. 

Timmons-Goodson, a Demo- 
crat, also worked as a district 


court judge in North Carolina 
for 11 years before serving an 
eight-year stint on the state 
Court of Appeals. President 
Barack Obama nominated her 
for a seat on the federal bench 
in the Eastern District of North 
Carolina, but Sen. Richard Burr, 
a Republican from Winston- 
Salem, never put forward the 
paperwork necessary to put her 
name before the Senate for 
consideration. 

As a longtime member of the 
judiciary at many levels, Tim- 
mons-Goodson said the courts 
in this state and country were 
built on a foundation of inde- 
pendence so they could provide 
checks on the executive and 
legislative branches of govern- 
ment. 

“What we mean by judicial 
independence ... it’s the princi- 
ple that judges should reach 
legal decisions free from any 
outside pressures,” Timmons- 
Goodson said. “... Think North 
Carolina Constitution. Think the 
Bill of Rights. The law protects 
such basic rights from the tram- 
pling or intrusion of the govern- 
ment. The offender or alleged 
offender is sometimes the exec- 
utive branch. Other times the 
legislative branch. Or even 
sometimes the will of the 
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